A Fair Deal for Guyana – A Fair Deal for the Planet
Twitter: @fairdealguyana
Citizens Letter
His Excellency Irfaan Ali
President of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana
Office of the President
Shiv Chanderpal Drive
Bourda
Georgetown
Via email to: presidentguyana10@gmail.com
Dear President Ali,
Climate Change and COP 26
The Government of Guyana will be participating in the Conference of Parties (COP 26) to be held in
Glasgow from 31st October to 12th November 2021. The role of COP26 is to tackle climate change.
COP 26 takes place at a critical time. The Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has
warned of the dire consequences of climate change. Your government has already wisely accepted
the science of climate change. On 29th October 2020, Vice President Jagdeo in an address at the Group
of 77 and China virtual Ministerial Level Meeting stated that
“We are not here to prove the science of climate change. That has been proven and accepted.
We are not here to debate the outcome, or the impact, of climate change because most people
in this room and across the world have been witnessing and experiencing this first
hand…through hurricanes, rising sea levels, droughts and a whole host of other activities.”1
At that same meeting you warned that,
"Guyana as a net carbon sink, is 'particularly vulnerable' to climate change because of its
geography and historical settlement patterns...”2
Earlier this year you declared the flooding in Guyana to be a national disaster.3
Yet despite Guyana’s vulnerability and the great importance of COP 26, your government has not
consulted the citizens of Guyana in meaningful ways. Your government has not consulted us in our
communities. We are deeply disappointed by this failure.
We respectfully remind you that the Guyanese people are a sovereign nation. Article 9 of our
Constitution states that
“Sovereignty belongs to the people who exercise it through their representatives and the
democratic organs established by or under this Constitution.”
We also respectfully draw your attention to Article 13 of our Constitution which says that the principal
objective of the political system is to establish an inclusionary democracy. The political system is
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supposed to provide citizens with opportunities to take part in the decision-making processes of the
State, particularly when that decision making affects our well-being.
As the Head of State, you are the servant of the people of Guyana. It is your duty to listen to us. It is
also your duty to act in the best interests of all the people of Guyana based on equality and fairness.
Freedom and democracy depend on citizens who are willing to uphold the Constitution and to demand
action and accountability from government. In exercise of our constitutional rights and freedoms we
set out below our demands in relation to COP26. We respectfully request that your government
adopts our demands as Guyana’s official negotiating position.
1.

The Secretary General of the United Nations has described the IPCC report as a ‘Code Red’4
for humanity and said that
“The evidence is irrefutable: greenhouse gas emissions are choking our planet & placing
billions of people in danger. Global heating is affecting every region on Earth, with many of
the changes becoming irreversible. We must act decisively now to avert a climate
catastrophe.”
States are gathering at COP26 to agree on actions to cut greenhouse gas emissions in order to
keep global warming below 1.50C as set out in the Paris Agreement. Guyana is a signatory to
the Paris Agreement.
In light of the grave danger to life on earth we demand that all States take urgent action to
cut their greenhouse gas emissions.

2.

We note that the industrialised States have fuelled their economies and created their wealth
by burning fossil fuels – coal, oil and gas – which have emitted massive amounts of greenhouse
gases and resulted in climate change. Climate justice requires these States to undo the harm
they have inflicted on the earth.
We demand that the industrialised countries undo the damage to the earth’s climate system
by removing their historic greenhouse gas emissions from the atmosphere.

3.

We note that Guyana is a carbon sink. Guyana’s forests extract more greenhouse gas from the
atmosphere than the people of Guyana emit. These forests are making the world safer for all
humans. Our forests have removed greenhouse gas from time immemorial and have made a
unique historic contribution to mitigating climate change. These forests belong to the State.
The State is not the government. The State consists of the people of Guyana. As Guyanese
citizens we cherish our country, our forests and one another.
We demand that the people of Guyana are paid for the greenhouse gas that our forests are
removing. As the owners of the forests, we demand that the payments are made to the
people of Guyana, not to the government.
In light of our unique historic contribution to mitigating climate change, we demand
payment at the rate of US$80 per ton. We reserve the right to increase our price in the
future.

4

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097362

4.

We note that under the State Lands Act and the Amerindian Act 2006, Amerindian
communities own land under absolute, unconditional titles. These Amerindian lands include
all of the forests located on those lands that are held under these Amerindian land titles.
We demand that payments which relate to forests on Amerindian lands must be made direct
to the Amerindian titleholders and not to the government or any NGO or other person or
group.
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